BRAINTREE  & BQCKMG  URE.'JJ  DISTRICT  COUMCIL 


MlRJ/iL  REPORT  OF  MEDICilL  OFFICER  OF  HE^J^TIi  FOR  1942. 


Public  Health  Offices, 
St.  Peter's  Close, 
Booking, 

Braintree. 

July,  1943. 


Mr.  Chairnan,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  a 

brief  report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  district 
during  the  year  1942.  Oming  to  v/ar  conditions  the  usual  type  of 
report  has  again  to  be  curtailed.  For  similar  reasons  no  separate 
report  has  been  submitted  by  the  Chief  Sonitary  Inspector,  but  a 
short  reviev:  of  the  uork  of  his  department  is  included  in  this 
report. 


Throu^out  the  year  the  general 

health  01  the  Urban  district  has  been  good  vdth  no  serious  out- 
break of  infectious  disease. 

Ga^ERiiL  HKJLTH  SERVICES. 

There  vere  no  changes  in  the  general  health  services  provided 
in  the  district  during  the  year. 


Legislation  in  Force. 

No  new  byelaws  'were  adopted  or  came  into  force  during  the 

year. 


Staff . 

In  December  Dr.  Moffat  was  released  to  join  the  Forces. 
Tn  so  far  as  the  Urtcn  District  -.las  concerned,  I took  over  his 
duties  as  from  that  date. 

S.UIIT.JII  CIRCUIASTiiiTCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Hater. 


The  Notley  Road  ond  Rocking  Waterworks  were  again  used  for 
supply  purposes  during  the  year. 

At  Notley  Road  the  replacement  borehole  pump  r/as  installed 
by  2Cth  May,  rrid,  on  test,  recorded  just  over  20,000  g.p.h.  Prior 
■00  this  it  v:as  necessary  to  run  the  steain  pump  together  with  the 
electric  borehole  pump,  to  maintain  an  adequate  supply. 

At  Booking  cxi  additional  electric  motor  has  been  installed 
to  enable  both  sets  of  pumps  to  be  run  togetherj  a recent  test 
shows  iiiat  each  7.i.ll  require  an  overhaul  soon. 

A small  quantity  was  cdso  taken  from  Messrs.  Gourtauld’s, 
Bociing  Tihile  the  electric  borehole  pump  was  being  replaced  and  an 
ahcdysis  of  supply  proved  satisfactory. 
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The  Chlorination  plmt  has  operated  continuously  except  for  one 
or  two  slight  mechonical  breeic  do\,Tis.  A further  chlorination  plant 
for  tile  emergency  booster  supply  from  Court<auld*s  is  under  consideration. 

Ne^•.'  arrcjagements  made  by  the  County  Council  now  provide  for  a 
montlily  "'noJLysis  of  the  v.ater  supplied  to  consumers,  and  a quarterly 
analysis  of  the  ra\.'  supply. 

pour  sa.mples  were  t;\ken  during  the  year.  Three  from  Braintree 
viid  one  from  Booking.  Reports  were  received  from  the  County  Bacter- 
iologist as  follows 

Braintree  Supply. 

This  sainple  is  reasonably  clear  .•uid  bright  containing  only  a 
fe’'-  particles  of  debris  in  suspension.  The  water  is  neutral  in 
reaction,  has  modere.te  hardness,  a high  but  not  excessive  content  of 
salinity  end  is  of  satisfactory  organic  and  bacterial  purity.  These 
results  are  consistent  adth  a vholesome  water  suitable  for  drinking  and 
domestic  purposes. 

The  colour  reaction  given  with  ortho-tolidine  solution  is  due  to 
nitrites  and  not  to  free  chlorine. 

Booking  Supply. 

This  s.ample  is  not  quite  clear  and  bright  but  is  not  unduly  turbid. 
The  ’.ater  is  neutral  in  reaction,  hard  in  character  although  not  to  an 
excessive  degree,  contains  no  excess  of  salinity,  no  free  chlorine  and 
no  metads  apart  from  a manute  trace  of  iron. 

It  is  of  satisfactory  organic  quality  and  a high  standard  of 
bacterial  purity.  These  results  are  consistent  rdth  a wholesome  water 
suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

Drainage  and  Se\/erj.ge. 


Braintree  Works. 

.Uthough  the  effluent  continues  to  be  unsatisfactory  according  to 
the  bounty  standard  there  has  been  considerable  improvement  in  its 
quality  since  the  tanks  have  been  emptied  more  frequently  and  improved 
•..orking  arrangements  made.  Tlie  demand  for  dried  sludge  by  farmers  has 
resulted  in  the  removal  of  adl  the  accumulation  of  past  years. 

pour  samples  w'ere  taken  3he\ang  impurity  figures  of  approximately 
half  that  of  the  previous  year. 

Booking  Sewerage  Vforks. 

This  ’..'orks  continues  to  produce  a s itisfactory  effluent.  Half  the 
Sv.rinkler  arras  '/ere  replaced  this  year,  the  remainder  will  be  replaced 
in  1943. 

Of  three  aaialyses  one  v/as  slightly  I'orse  than  usual  on  account  of 

I root. 


Ti";rco  new  connections  were  made  to  the  sewers  during  1942. 
Sanitary  Inspoction. 

During  the  year,  inspections  v/erc  ^lade  as  a result  of  complaints 
of  nuiocjiceo  -nd  of  defects  in  dv;olling  houses  etc. 
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Sc.raplos  vrere  taken  from  the  Council* s S^dmTning  Pool  and  one 
privately  o’.ned  pool  in  the  District  during  the  year,  and  the 
Bacteriologist's  reports  uere  satisfactory. 

HOUSING. 


No  inspections  were  carried  out.  Visits  on  complaint  were  made 
in  respect  of  defects.  Certain  houses  previously  condemned  under 
the  Housing  Acts  were  put  into  a reasonable  state  of  repair,  and  used 
for  housing  homeless  people,  under  temporary  licence  granted  by  the 
Council. 

*'.ilk. 

There  was  no  change  in  the  licences  granted  to  producers  and 
retailers  of  desigia^'.ted  milks.  Ovdng  to  complaints  of  souring  five 
sar.ples  '."ere  talcen  in  1942. 

!'eat. 

The  scheme  for  centradised  sla.ughtering  under  the  Ministry  of 
Food  continued  during  the  year.  Tv'O  sla.ughter  houses  and  occasionp.lly 
a third  have  been  used  exclusively  by  the  Ministry.  The  remainder  of 
the  privately  owned  sla.ughterhouses  have  not  been  used.  Licensed 
slaughterhouses  in  the  district  numbered  6,  and  knackers'  yards  1. 

During  the  year,  9>413  animals  were  slaughtered  for  human 
cons'omption.  Of  these  8,822  or  31*1%  neve  inspected.  The  total 
amount  of  'unsound  food  condemned  during  this  period  was  23*89  tons. 

In  most  cases  the  food  was  salvaged  and  used  for  trade  purposes  other 
thsn  h'uman  consumption. 


British  Restn.urant. 


The  Sanitary  inspector's  Department  has  been  relieved  of  all 
duties  in  comection  '.-ith  this  restaurant. 

ZiFECTIOUS  DISE..SS. 


During  the  year  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  occurred 
as  follows 

Sca.rlet  Fever  8. 

Pneumonia  4. 

Diphtheria  24. 

VTnooping  Cough  23* 

Tnere  were  three  deaths  from  Diphtheria,  in  1942. 

DIPHTrlEPJA  P?.CPKZL’iZIS. 


The  scheme  fer  zhe  immunisation  of  children  under  the  age  of 
15  continued  in  1942.  Regular  Sessions  were  held  at  the  Combined 
treatment  Centro,  Ccggeshall  Road,  for  pre-school  children  and  for  those 
school-children  '.vho  had  missed  immunisation  '..hen  the  schools  in  the 
district  -were  visi-oed  in  1941.  The  total  number  of  children  completely 
imm'unised  at  tiie  end  of  1942  was  as  follo'JS  :- 

Children  aged  5 fc  I5  - i.e.,  school  children  I708. 

Children  'under  p years  - i.e.,  children  vinder  school  age  521* 

Tlcsse  figures  represent  approximately  79%  snd  48^  of  the  child 
population  of  the  district  in  the  respective  age  groups. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  1. 
Measles  5* 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  1. 


Tuberculosis 


• J 


The  totcJ.  number  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was  116  and  './as  made  up  as  follows 

Respiratory.  Non-Re spiratory. 

Female  Male  Female 

43  29  18  26 

New  cases  notified  during  the  year  were  42  in  number  and  were 
made  up  as  follows 

Respiratory.  Mon-Respiratory. 

Male  Female  Male  Female 

13  11  27  11 

During  the  year  there  were  5 deaths  from  Tuberculosis. 


EVACUATION. 


During  the  year  considerable  time  v/a.s  spent  on  finding  and 
equipping  accommodation  for  homeless  persons. 

Boleyns  Hostel  continues  to  be  used  as  a treatment  hostel 
for  evacuees  from  a considerable  portion  of  southern  England. 

The  home  for  aged  persons  at  Fox  Meadow,  Courtauld  Road 
has  now  been  given  up  and  the  inmates  transferred  to  Chelmsford. 

You  vdll  understand  that  the  bulk  of  this  report  is  based 
on  the  work  of  my  predecessor,  Dr.  Moffat.  I p/ish  to  express 
my  thanks  to  the  Council  Officers  who  have  assisted  me  in  compiling 
it. 


I am, 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

L.  YOU ATT. 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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